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in-law, liked her son Sriranga better than her
step-son Thirumala. This was one reason'why he
had stationed Sriranga in Penukonda and called
him Yuvaraj in'preference to Thirumala. Lakshu-
mamba, besides, was a very able lady. When
still young, in her father-in-law's time, she had won
the respect and love of the people by her noble ways
and good life and consideration for the poor. King
Venkatadri for this reason greatly respected his
sister-in-law. On Sriranga's being stationed in
Penukonda, Lakshumamba had assumed the reins
of administration. She was made of stuff that could
have built a kingdom. It was therefore not
difficult for her to administer the territory round
Penukonda. She ruled in such a way that the
population did not feel harassed, treated heads
of districts with consideration, and paid the wages
and other perquisites of the army regularly,
and retained its loyalty. In the two years that
she conducted the administration she improved
the condition of the country. Her son Sriranga
was by nature good enough, but there is a belief
that a boy brought up by a woman cannot come
to much. In spite of all the discipline that
Lakshumamba thought she was enforcing, the
Yuvaraj grew up to somewhat loose living.
When he completed eighteen years the adminis-